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Administration of George Bush, 1993 / Jan. 19

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Report on the
National Security Strategy
January 19, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with section 603 of the

Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense
Reorganization Act of 1986 (Public Law 99–
433; 50 U.S.C. 404a), I hereby transmit the
annual report on the National Security
Strategy of the United States.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Dan Quayle, President of the
Senate.

Statement on the National Security Strategy Report
January 19, 1993

Today, as required by the Goldwater-
Nichols Defense Reform Act of 1986, I
signed and forwarded to the Congress the
National Security Strategy Report. This re-
port comes at a particularly important time,
when the international security environ-
ment is in the midst of a turbulent transition
and when the continuity of America’s en-
gagement and leadership is perhaps more
important than ever before. No other nation
can provide the same combination of moral,
cultural, political, economic, and military
leadership. No other has won such con-
fidence, respect, and trust. If we are to
seize the opportunities that will be offered
and reduce the dangers that will surely con-
front us in the future, America must lead.
We must lead because we simply cannot
hope to achieve a more democratic and
peaceful future in a world still rife with
turmoil and conflict and political or eco-
nomic isolation. This does not mean we as-
pire to be the world’s policeman or that
we can postpone addressing our own do-
mestic imperatives while we devote atten-
tion and resources to international de-
mands. It is not an either/or choice. We
cannot be strong abroad if we are not strong
at home. We cannot be strong at home
if we are not strong and engaged abroad.

The National Security Strategy Report ac-
knowledges the diverse political, economic,
and military challenges that America faces,

as well as the domestic imperatives that
define our overall national health. It identi-
fies our enduring national security interests
and objectives: the security of the United
States as a free and independent nation;
global and regional stability; open, demo-
cratic, and representative political systems
worldwide; an open international trading
and economic system; and an enduring
global faith in America.

The report acknowledges our political
achievements over recent years and outlines
both short- and long-term approaches to
promote peace and democracy worldwide.
It specifically addresses priorities of our bi-
lateral efforts as well as initiatives in multi-
national and regional organizations designed
to influence the future. Emphasizing the
now-diminishing distinction between do-
mestic and international economic policy,
it identifies the steps necessary for domestic
economic renewal, as well as prioritized ini-
tiatives to strengthen our international eco-
nomic competitiveness. It also emphasizes
the need to reform U.S. economic institu-
tions and our bilateral development assist-
ance and to expand considerably our efforts
in the environment and in space.

Stressing the continued mandate for secu-
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